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tion.1 In the second place, the prefect has an opportu-
nity to exert a great deal of influence over the action
of the Council, for not only has he a right to address
it, hut he prepares the hudget and all other business,
and in fact it is not allowed to act on any matter until
it has heard his report.2 Moreover the Council is only
permitted to sit a very short time. It has two regular
sessions a year, whose duration is limited one to a
month, the other to a fortnight, and although extra
sessions can he held they must not exceed one week
apiece. Finally its very existence is insecure, for it can
be dissolved by the chief of the state. In general it
may be said that in matters falling within its province
the General Council cannot do everything it wants, but
can prevent almost anything it does not want. Its
financial resources are not large,3 and its attention is
confined for the most part to the construction of roads,
subventions to railroads, and the care of schools, insane
asylums, and other institutions of a similar character.

At one time a hope was entertained that politics
might be kept out of the general councils, but it has
not been fulfilled, the departmental elections being
regularly conducted on party lines.4 It has therefore

1  The Council can delegate to the commission a somewhat indefinite
class of functions, but it is not in fact a body of much importance.    Du-
priez, vol. ii. pp. 467-68.

2  Aucoc, p. 282.

* Almost its only source of revenue is the addition of a limited sum to
the direct state taxes.

4 Boze'rian, in his Etude sur la Revision de la Constitution (pp. 89-90),
attributes this to the fact that the local assemblies take part in the elec-
tion of senators.